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- Reagan - announced ' yesterday
that he is nominating career diplo-
- mat Edward Joseph Perkins to be
ambassador to the Republic of Li-
" beria. Perkins, 56, director of the
Office of West African Affairs in.
the State Department, would suc-
| ceed William Lacy Swing.

Earlier, Reagan said he would
nominate John Arthur Ferch, a
Foreign Service officer who has
served in Cuba for the past three -
years, to be U.S. ambassador to
Honduras. Ferch would succeed

- John D. Negroponte.

! - Reagan also announced the ap-
pointment of Russell F. Miller to be

deputy 1inspector general of the
. Synthefic Fuels Corp., succeeding
. "Hobert Gambino. Miller is Synfuels’ -
. “director of investigations, He pre-
i viously has served 29 years with.
| the Central Intelligence Agency. .
\ At the Health and Human Ser-
vices - Department, . officials _ took
| pains to-deny reports that Dr. Ev-
, erett R. Rhoades, the first Indian to
head the ' Indian Health Servnce,
* will be dismissed or will resign..
! Dr. Robert Graham, head of the
Health Resources and Services Ad-
" ministration, said HHS- Secetary
“Margaret- M. Heckler  “was dis-
mayed to learn the rumors had sur-
. faced” while she was away on busi-
' ness. Graham quoted Heckler. as
saying Rhoades has served with
. “honor, energy and innovation” and
" that “she has no intention to replace
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